
Leading Change in Family 
Violence Symposium Program

 

 

8.45 – 9.30am REGISTRATIONS OPEN 
9.30am – 10.10am SYMPOSIUM WELCOME 

9.30am – 9.40am 
 

Welcome to Country  
Uncle Colin Hunter, Wurundjeri Elder 

9.40am –10.00am 
 

Minister Welcome  
The Hon. Vicki Ward MP, Minister for Prevention of Family Violence  

10.00am – 10.10am 
 

Partner Welcome  
Michael Perusco, CEO Berry Street – MC 

10.10 – 11.20am SETTING THE SCENE: IMPACTS OF THE REFORM AGENDA 
10.10am – 10.40am 

 
PRESENTATION:  Setting the Scene 
Tania Farha, Safe and Equal & Deb Tsorbaris, The Centre for Excellence 
Linking past to present, the context within which we work, the impacts of the reform agenda, new and emerging 
practice, advocacy and systems change. 

10.40am – 11.00am PRESENTATION:  Impacts of National Reform Agenda  
Micaela Cronin, Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence Commissioner  
Impacts of the national reform agenda - outcomes, continuing work. 

11.00am – 11.20am PRESENTATION:  Rolling Action Plan  
Melanie Heenan, Deputy Secretary, Family Safety Victoria  
Third and final Rolling Action Plan. 

11:20am – 11:40am MORNING TEA  
11.40am – 1.00pm INNOVATIONS IN PRACTICE 

11.40am –12.00pm PRESENTATION: Innovations in Practice through a cultural lens 
Muriel Bamblett, CEO VACCA 
Showcasing the shifts that have occurred in the sector over the past decade through the lens of the changing role of 
ACCOs. 

12.00pm – 1.00pm 
 
 

PANEL: Innovations in Practice 
Facilitated by Michael Perusco, CEO Berry Street 
A snapshot of current innovative practice implemented in response to the reform agenda: implementation, outcomes, 
highlights, learnings. 

Panel members: 
• Magistrate Therese McCarthy, Supervising Magistrate, Magistrates Court Victoria 
• Jocelyn Bignold, CEO, McAuley Community Services for Women  
• Dr Allison Cox, Director Take Two, Berry Street  

1.00pm – 1:45pm LUNCH 
1:45pm – 3:10pm INTERSECTIONAL AND EMERGING PRACTICE 

1.45pm – 2.45pm PANEL: Celebrating Intersectional Practice 
Facilitated by Tania Farha, CEO Safe and Equal 
A continuing snapshot of current innovative practice implemented in response to the reform agenda with a focus on 
intersectional practice. 

Panel Members: 
• Rasha Abbas, CEO, In Touch  
• Nadia Mattiazzo, CEO, Women with Disabilities Victoria  
• Janet Jukes, Board President, Thorne Harbour Health  

2.45pm – 3.10pm 
 

PRESENTATION: Growing the Evidence Base for Family Violence Practice  
Kate Fitz-Gibbon, Professor of Social Sciences, Monash University 
A snapshot of the emerging evidence base for Family Violence practice.  

3:10pm – 3:30pm AFTERNOON TEA 
3:30pm – 5:00pm AMPLIFYING THE VOICE OF LIVED EXPERIENCE  

3.30pm – 3.55pm 
 

PRESENTATION: What about the child? Bringing children to the fore in Australia’s National Domestic and Family 
Violence Agenda 
Cathy Humphreys, Professor of Social Work & Margaret Kertesz, Senior Research Fellow, The University of Melbourne 
A snapshot of the emerging evidence base for Family Violence Practice - what the research tells us for working with 
children and young people?  

3.55pm – 4.50pm 
 
 
 

PANEL: The Kaleidoscope of Family Violence: Through Our Eyes  
Facilitated by Kirra Horley, Youth Engagement Coordinator Berry Street 
Through the lens of lived experience, this panel explores how the future of the family violence system needs to be 
supporRng young vicRm survivors. Y-Change Lived Experienced Consultants will be reflecRng on the impacts of 
displacement, the importance of peer support and the intersecRon of gender idenRty in relaRon to family violence.  
 
Panel Members: 
Berry Street Y-Change Lived Experience Consultants: Beanz, Paige and Emilie  

4.50pm – 5.00pm Conference Close: Michael Perusco  
5:00pm – 6:00pm ‘HAPPY HOUR’ – Networking Event 
 


